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Artful Connections

Post-Visit Lesson: Native Americans                                       
Grades 9 – 12 

Overview

After completing this lesson, students will better understand the historical, geographical, and political forces that influenced the configuration of state lines in the United States and how the borders between states influence the lives of the people living therein.

Background

Jaune (pronounced JA-aun) Quick-To-See Smith has painted several maps of the United States to show how the land already occupied by ancient native communities was colonized by European settlers. In State Names, she included names of states that derive from Native American words, such as Wyoming, from a Delaware Indian word that means “mountains and valleys alternating,” and Kansas, from a Sioux word meaning “people of the south wind.” Smith is a member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Nation in Montana and works to raise recognition of Native American art and peoples. She paints maps of the United States to show how European colonists colonized land that ancient native communities already occupied. State Names expresses her anger that the country’s lands were divided without regard for existing tribal territories.

Smith has said, “We are the original owners of this country. Our land was stolen from us by the Euro-American invaders. I can’t say strongly enough that my maps are about stolen lands. Our very heritage, our cultures, our world-view, our being. Every map is a political map and tells a story that we are alive everywhere across this nation.”

Discussion

Share Jaune Quick-to-See Smith’s State Names with students. Encourage discussion by asking the following questions:
· What do you see in this picture? Which state names were and were not included? 

· The artist has excluded the state names that have no connection to Native American words. Why do you think she has chosen to do that?

· Why do you think the artist chose to allow the paint to drip or run rather than painting a more legible – and typical – surface?
Activity

Have students do basic research about their state to answer the following questions:

· When was your state founded? How did your state get its name?

· Was your state a territory or colony before it was a state? 

· What geographical features, if any, serve as part of your state’s current borders? What might the use or lack of geographical features tell you about how the state lines were drawn?
Have students collect political, population, and language maps that reflect your state’s history, including the pre-European period if possible. For help finding distribution of Native American populations, consult the Native American language map available at the National Museum of the American Indian: http://americanindian.si.edu/education/codetalkers/html/chapter2.html 
Discussion

· Looking back through history, how did your state’s borders change? What caused those changes?

· How was the land your state currently occupies allocated before it was a territory or state? Who inhabited areas of your state before European settlers arrived? How was the land used?
· How has the population changed? Reflecting on information gleaned from your American history classes, what do you think caused those changes? 
· How have the changing borders affected the lives of people who lived there? 
· Jaune Quick-To-See Smith has said, “I like to use maps because maps can tell stories.” What story do your maps tell you about the lives of the people who have lived on that land?

Revisit State Names with your students. How has their research influenced their understanding of this artwork? Now that they have more information, what story is this artwork telling them? Have students create an artwork that tells the story of their state across the known history of that land using the understanding gained in this lesson.
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